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observation made on a child who came to the Cochin Hospital with a soft and 
irreducible tumour on the neck three fingers' breadth below the lower jaw. It 
was intended to make an exploratory excision, but believing it to be a cyst, it 
was opened with a bistoury, when a jet of blood escaped, which was, however, 
controlled and union by first intention took place. After a few days phlebitis 
occurred, and proved fatal. The autopsy showed that the tumour communicated 
by a single venous trunk with the jugular .—V Union Mid., May 9, 1882. 


OPHTHALMOLOGY AND OTOLOGY. 

Surgical Treatment of Granular Ophthalmia. 

Buachf.t (Heceuil d' Ophthalmologic, Feb. 1882) strongly advises the adoption 
of the surgical treatment employed by Galezowski in many cases of granular 
ophthalmia, namely, the removal by means of the scissors of the whole' of the 
conjunctiva from the upper and lower euls-de-sae, followed by a few applications 
of mitigated caustic to the lining membrane of the lids. This treatment is rapid 
in its etf'ects, and, as compared with other methods, is of very short duration; it 
insures a complete cure without danger; it saves the cornea from the serious 
complications which attend the prolonged use of caustics, and it enables the 
cornett to recover its transparency and polish. It succeeds where other treat¬ 
ment has failed. 

Galezowski, by whom the operation was introduced some years ago, is stated 
to have performed it more than two hundred times, and always with success. 

During a sojourn of three years in Algeria, the writer gained a wide experience 
of granular ophthalmia, and of the little real benefit obtained by treating it with 
sulphate of copper and similar applications. In proof of the value of the surgical 
method, lie relates the history of two sufferers from this disease who were ope¬ 
rated on in 1873 by Galezowski, and adds a description of their present condition. 
The one patient had suffered since infancy, and had never been treated; the 
other had suffered for two years, and had been laboriously treated at more than 
one ophthalmic clinique without permanent relief; neither was able to follow 
any employment. Excision of the conjunctiva, followed by a few applications 
of mitigated caustic, effected a permanent cure with restoration of corneal trans¬ 
parency. At the present time, eight years after the operation, vision is excel¬ 
lent ; the culs-de-sac are wanting; the conjunctiva passes immediately from lid 
to globe in vertical cicatricial bands or folds, which in some places join the globe 
at the distance of one cm. from the corneal margin; the eyelids are intact and 
well furnished with lashes; the lachrymal apparatus in each case performs its 
functions normally ; the movements of the eyes do not appear to be hindered in 
any direction.— Ophthal. Her., May, 1882. 


Sclerotomy for Glaucoma. 

At the last meeting of the Ophthalmological Society, the President, Mr. Bow¬ 
man, announced that a discussion on sclerotomy would be held on June 8th. 
This operation, we may remind our readers, has been strongly recommended in 
recent years as a substitute for iridectomy in glaucoma. In 18G7, the operation 
was foreshadowed by M eeker, who held that if, in iridectomy for glaucoma, an 
incision could safely be made in the sclerotic without removing any iris, that 
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would be tile best course. Ill the following year, Stellwag carried this advice into 
practice in two eases. The theory upon which the operation was recommended 
and performed was, that the efficacy of any operation for glaucoma depended on 
the interposition between the lips of the wound of a layer of new and more porous 
tissue, and that such a layer was only to be obtained when the scar lay in the scle¬ 
rotic. This, which came to be known as the “ filtration scar” theory, was severely 
criticized by Schweigger ; and at the International Congress in London last year, 
Professor Schoeler reported experiments on animals which appeared to disprove it. 
The operation itself has varied much in the hands of different surgeons. Stellwag, 
and later Quaglino ( Annul.. d’Ocul., 187!) made a peripheral wound with an 
iridectomy knife; Wecker performed a subconjunctival operation, and, fearing 
prolapse of the iris, left the central third of the sclerotic undivided. In England, 
the first writers on the subject were Messrs. Bader (Ophthal. Hasp. L'<p.. vol. viii.) 
and Spencer Watson; the latter, in a paper read before the Clinical Society in 
1870, advocated its employment in acute glaucoma; hut, as a rule, operators 
seem to have confined the operation to chronic glaucoma in its various forms. A 
very full summary and bibliography of the subject have been published by Mauth- 
ner in Knapp’s Archives (vol. vii.). It is proposed in the discussion to deal, 
firstly, with the various manners of performing the operation ; secondly, with the 
forms, stages, and complications of glaucoma to which the several methods of per¬ 
forming the operation are applicable ; and, thirdly, witli the rationale of the treat¬ 
ment. Should such an explanation be forthcoming, it would no doubt throw 
much light on the former heads of the discussion.— Ur it. Med. Journ., May 20, 
. 1882 . _ 

Affections of the Eye from Disturbed Circulation in the Carotid. 

Dr. Jul. Miciiel ( Wiesbaden, 1881) has found that if a carotid artery he 
compressed in man, a paling of the papilla of the corresponding side, a fainter 
column of blood in the arterial vessels, and a diminution in width of the venous 
retinal vessels may he observed for a short time. This stage passes quickly, and 
great venous stasis and absence of venous pulsation show themselves. A similar 
venous stasis of the retina is visible when one arm is stretched upward. Ligaiion 
of one carotid is followed, immediately after the operation, by complete arterial 
and venous amemia; later, by filling of the collateral channels; but a venous 
hyperremia persists on account of the diminution of arterial pressure. This altera¬ 
tion is observed in the eye corresponding to the ligated carotid. In the venous 
system of the side opposite to the ligated vessel, a stronger rhythmical pulsation 
can be seen. Atheroma of the carotid is in intimate relation with opacities of 
the lens ; the so-called senile cataract, as well as unilateral cataract with unknown 
cause, finds in this a satisfactory explanation.— Arch. of Ophth ., March, 1882. 


A A etc Mydriatic. 

Dr. Emmeut, of Berne ( Correspondenz-blntt , Jan. 15) has made a series of ex¬ 
periments on the pupil-dilating powers of lmlriodate of hyosein, a crystalline salt 
obtained by treating hyosein with hvdriodie acid, llyoscin is an alkaloid obtained 
from amorphous hyoseyamin. The results showed that the new salt acted more 
energetically and more rapidly than either sulphate of at.ropia or duboisin. The 
solution need not be stronger than 1 : 1000, and even then is more active than 
the half-per-cent., atropia-solutiou. It is also less poisonous than the latter. 
Even at its present price, which will naturally be reduced if the drug becomes 
better known, it is a cheaper, as well as a stronger, mydriatic than atropia.— 
Practitioner , 1882. 



